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PERSPECTIVES ON THE RIGHTEOUS
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Question:

I find it puzzling that some of the great leaders of Israel throughout the Tanach, such as
the twelve sons of Yaakov, King David, King Solomon and others, seem to encounter a

series of episodes carrying a negative lesson, immoral or unethical.

How are we to understand these stories? If literally, how then could they be considered

as righteous people and continue to serve as role models and inspire my life?

*

Response:

Several episodes in the Bible may indeed appear to demonstrate the immoral or
unethical conduct of allegedly righteous people. However, many of those stories are not

to be understood in the literal sense.

The tzadikim involved, such as King David, remain role models and holy individuals of

the highest caliber, to whom we can certainly look for guidance and inspiration.
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I. NON-LITERAL

The Talmud' enumerates a number of stories in the Tanach that appear to portray
immoral or unethical conduct, and cautions that those who interpret these verses

literally are mistaken. The Talmud then shows how to properly interpret those stories.

Here are a few examples:

Chofni and Pinchas

The Torah relates that the sons of Eli and their assistants acted improperly in their
capacity as the priests and custodians of the Mishkan in Shiloh.? This ultimately led to
its destruction:* “Why was Shiloh destroyed? Because of two iniquitous things that

existed there: immorality and irreverence* for the sacrifices.”®

One of the sins attributed to Chofni and Pinchas is that of committing adultery with
women who would visit the Mishkan to offer sacrifices upon their purification after
childbirth or concluding a period of zivus — “They would lie with the women who

congregated at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.”®

The sages explain that the sons of Eli did not actually engage in adultery, and reprove
those who believe they did.” Two interpretations are provided as to the nature of their

sin:

IR ROA 12IRT IDIRA o) $7023° 727 DR "M 72 ORINY 37 IR .J1°0 WRIM anhwy 717 HRIDY "33 05y "33 12IX7” : (2,9 —2,7) haw (1
. VIO ROR PR — ROD 1T IIRA D .. AYI0 ROX IR — IROA PRIDW °32 IIRT P2 . L A0 ROR PR — IROA Y 232 1IRT 90 .. AvID ’OR
/TYI0 ROR IR ROM WPWR? IIRT 29 .. AYI0 XOX IR ROM 305w IR0 9.

7927777 DX IRDLW OMIDY %101 °HY "1 1271 IRBIT < DAR AANY .ATY AANX DIANY T 9707 (X ,N12) DINID ART (2

.. TP R271 N27YHan 123WOR PI°1.001°D1 1D NN 2HY1 PIw MRl 00K 1R . . PRI 9317 0RWYD mn e (70— 2,7 7K) YRw (3
©7K 7 T1IR1 0001 *300 1N P33 "W "031 0Y3 AN2T 77173 7D 031 AYYD *307 PRI 03 . . DY OX UKD MR . XD 0¥ W by mim
N L. PIIRR REDTPYR 9571 0OHYRT 1IIRTX 1173130 2N AR

WYY 321971 W27 2w 1357 1Y K23 127 03T UKD DYINR D°1057 LBWMI :NK AT KD 2y293 12 0%y 21297 1 (1P — 27,2 /R) PRI (4
T170R? 0W2 03 : 7P oY o°R2D PRIV WY’ 122 92 1390 N2 A28 77Y2 WK Y9 19192 IX NOPRA X 1972 IX 1932 7377 92 0w
29703 oD 11°LR? MR WORD PR RS IR *D YWan 2 gon nprRYY 1392 nivyY A2 mIn 0237 WORY 10R1 1757 31 R 2507 X

T TN TIR DPWIRN 1381 °3 /71 397N TR 17173 01937 NROD A01 : P12 *ANRY X20KY AN 7NY *3 X7 081 WD) MR WK 77711

i 51 2PN — NI 1193 DWTR 117121 DYy *193,0°727 W 72 PAW Y3100 — 727w 7270 70 21010 :XOTIN 12 73077 727 AIR” (R ,V) KDY (5
7739 SRR AND NINIXT DOWIT DX 1120w IWR XY Sxw 93% 12 WY IWR 55 DX YWY IR

799 DR 10D NIRRT DWITNR PRIYTIWR DRI PRI 027 1I2 PWY? IWRYD DR YR TRR 121 °7¥1” (39,2 R) YRIMDW (6

712 71w OWI MR L[>V ,IROM DWTP 71T ,ITNT,AYI0 RYX IR WIR NWRI] VI ROX IR — XA VDY 213 IR 937 (2 ,M) naw (7
XY *1DM X — RUM XY OMID 71 ,0MIDY 21D W pn .RVA RY DMID 127 KT ,275 7Y 720 /7Y 0°3735 dAIDI *IDN (279K N2 11X DY) *7Y
7RV

© All Rights Reserved, JLI's Machon Shmuel: The Sami Rohr Research Institute, 2016

MachonShmuel.com | info@MachonShmuel.com



	I. NON-LITERAL 
	Chofni and Pinchas 
	King David 
	David Didn't Sin 
	Inappropriate 
	Mystical Matrimony 


	II. THE REASON 
	So Why Indeed? 
	Repentance 
	King David’s Stature 


	III. REFINED THINKING 
	Yitzchak Avinu 
	On a simple level: 
	On a mystical level:  
	Yirat Shamayim 


	IV. ANCESTRY OF MOSHIACH 
	The Divine Plan 


	Sign up: 
	Request this Paper: 


